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restoring the statue.    Then the young emperor (aetat.   14)   boldly  declared   that   he  would  do nothing of the kind, and dismissed the petition unanswered.    The truth is that we must insert between the meeting  of the  consistory and  the emperor's  decision the  remarkable  letter of St. Ambrose, which  is  the   seventeenth in Migne's collection.    De Broglie thinks  the  senate  chose an occasion when Ambrose was absent on a mission  to Maximus  in   Gaul.      In  any   case,  the petition was introduced  without his knowledge, but—no one was better informed on the affairs of the curia than Ambrose—he heard of it and of the attitude  of the   consistory,  and  at  once wrote a strong letter to Valentinian, threatening him  with   excommunication  if  he   restored   the altar.   «Don't let anybody impose on thy youth,' he says to the boy, with delightful consistency ; in military matters he may consult military men, but in religious  matters the  decision must restome ' was pagan in the time of Valentinian II.
